Missiology and Our Church
Trinity Baptist Church Discipleship Training
(December, 2013)

Introduction:
The suggested topic for this Discipleship Training study is “Missions Within the Local Church—
the How, the What, and the Who.” This topic falls into the area of practical theology known as
Missiology. Missiology covers all of the aspects of the spread of the Christian faith including the
theology, anthropology, geography, methods, and apologetics. Missiology demands an
examination of “people groups.” For example, bringing the Gospel to Muslims in Afghanistan
will demand a different method than bringing the Gospel to the urban people of France or
Germany. Missiology also includes the consideration of other aspects of the missionary
enterprise such as social and economic assistance (medical assistance, education, care of the
poor, as well as preaching).
For this study, however, we will greatly narrow the scope to missions in the context of the
particular ministry of Trinity Baptist Church.
I.

The What
A.
Definitions:
1.
There has often been confusion over the terms “missions” and
“evangelism.” Some have defined evangelism as involving local work and
missions as reaching to the ends of the earth.
Some see evangelism as involving people within our own culture and
missions as involving other cultures.
2.
These definitions are good but do not get to the heart of the Great
Commission
Another way of looking at defining these terms:
Evangelism is from the Greek word euvagge,lion (euaggelion). This is
the word for “Gospel.” So evangelism is the spread of the Gospel. To
“evangelize” is expose a person to the Gospel. We should look at
evangelism as the product; the spread of the evangel or Gospel. This
includes both near and far.
Missions involves the command to go. This also includes both near and
far. Missions is the commissioned call of God to go bearing the evangel or
Gospel. The Great Commission is the call to evangelize the world, from
your own backyard to the ends of the earth.
3.
From “Christianity Today”
“There is no biblical distinction between evangelism and missions, so with
good motives, we are creating a distinction without a difference," said Ed
Stetzer, LifeWay Research president and missiologist in residence.
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B.

II.

The motivation:
1.
Historically, there have been many motivations for the missionary
endeavor. For some it carried an ascetic view of life—a life of self-denial.
For others the motivation was to hasten the return of Christ. For still others
it was a desire to extend the Western culture. This included the spread of
colonialism.
2.
For us we have primarily a two-fold motivation:
a.
Sympathy for those who do not know Christ
b.
The desire for obedience to Christ.
Matthew 28:18-19 NAS - "All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make
disciples"

The Who
A.
The who of missions is all whom God has commissioned with the Gospel
1.
This would include every believer. The Great Commission has several
facets:
a.
To make disciples. A disciple is a follower of Christ. This is
accomplished through evangelism. Evangelism is accomplished
through the Word spoken and verified through our righteous lives.
1 Peter 2:12 NAS - "Keep your behavior excellent among
the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as
evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation."
1 Peter 3:1-2 NAS - "In the same way, you wives, be
submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of
them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a
word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your
chaste and respectful behavior."
b.
To incorporate them into the local church – “Baptizing them”
c.
To continue the work of discipleship by teaching the Word of God
"teaching them to observe all that I commanded you"
2.
There is no difference between a person bearing the Gospel at work or
home and the person bearing the Gospel in a far away country.
If the person recognizes that he is sent and authorized by God, in both
places he is a missionary
B.
This means that there isn’t really a difference between a church member
evangelizing his neighbor and a person serving in the foreign mission field.
1.
Both are “on mission”. The primary difference is the place of service.
There will be some called of God to “go” but all are called to evangelize.
2.
This must be our mindset regarding missions. It clarifies for us the concept
of “mission field.”
Parents should see their home as a mission field.
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C.

D.

II.

Many fear to make this statement in fear that foreign mission work will be
lost. John Piper:
“I'm troubled when a pastor says, "Everybody is a missionary," unless he
defines what missionaries do as something other than that. If everybody is
doing missions, then very likely missions is going to be lost.”
4.
There is no danger as long as we recognize the full extent of the Great
Commission. It demands carrying the Gospel to the ends of the earth. God
has always given particular calls to particular people. Peter’s charge was
to carry the Gospel to the Jews. Paul, however, was charged with carrying
the Gospel to the Gentiles. Both were on mission.
The Great Commission defines “the who”
1.
It was given to the disciples – the eleven
Matthew 28:18 NAS - "And Jesus came up and spoke to them"
The unconverted are not charged with carrying the Gospel to the lost.
2.
The promise:
Matthew 28:20 NAS - "I am with you always, even to the end of the age"
This tells us that the church would continue the mission until this present
age comes to an end. Disciples would continue to make disciples.
What about those who travel to distant regions?
1.
They must be “sent” by the local church
2.
We can see this with Paul and Barnabas
Acts 13:1-3 NAS - " Now there were at Antioch, in the church that
was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 And while they
were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set
apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them." 3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their
hands on them, they sent them away."
3.
For those who go they are worthy of being supported by those who remain
behind.

The How
A.
The Great Commission
1.
The word for “go ye” is an aorist passive participle. Theologians have
often debated its meaning.
a.
While the aorist is often used as a past tense it actually refers to a
timeless aspect – an undefined point in time. While it is considered
“Punctiliar” It can refer to any point of time throughout the future
of the hearer.
b.
Matthew purposely did not use an imperative verb here which
would be translated as a command, “GO”
Instead he used the aorist participle which carries more of the
meaning of “as you go” or “whenever you go” although it carries
the force of an imperative.
c.
Thus, the Great Commission is a life commission
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Part of the Church’s duty is to equip the saints to carry out their
commission
Ephesians 4:11-12 NAU - "And He gave some as apostles, and
some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ"
The issue of priority must always govern our focus
1.
The Great Commission has a geographic priority
a.
The command is to make disciples of all the nations. The best way
to understand “nations” is that of “people groups”—people who
have their own language, culture, and identity. They could be
people groups within our own city that are of a different “people
group” than ours. Or they could be people within our own “people
group.”
b.
The priority is to begin at home and then move outward
Acts 1:8 NAS - "you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth."
c.
This means that our resources are expended first of all locally and
then outwardly. We are not absolved of our duty to look outward
broadly, but we must not lose our focus at home. We must focus
upon both local missions and global missions.
2.
This means parents must not neglect the mission field of their own
children in their desire to carry the Gospel outward.
a.
A pastor cannot neglect his family in the exercise of his ministry
b.
A father must keep his own children as a priority before going on
mission trips. Perhaps his vacation time would be better spent with
his family.
3.
For our own local church our duty is to make disciples and train them to
follow Christ
Matthew 28:19-20 NAS - "Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you"
a.
The expression “baptizing them” draws our attention to the local
church. Baptism is a local church ordinance. This means we must
seek to evangelize the lost in our community and incorporate them
into our church.
b.
The commission also has a geographic scope for the church. Are
we carrying out the Great Commission if we focus on foreign
missions but have never evangelized the neighborhoods around our
church?
c.
At the same time, we cannot focus locally and never direct our
attention outwardly. Resources will follow the scope of priority.
2.

B.

